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craftiest, most daring, and most intelligent of North
American Indians, yet still in the savage hunter state,
the Iroquois were the terror of every native band
east of the Mississippi, before the coming of the
whites, who in turn learned to dread their ferocious
power. The five principal tribes of this family —
Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, and Sene-
cas, all stationed in palisaded villages south and east
of lakes Erie and Ontario—formed a loose confeder-
acy styled by themselves and the French ‘‘ The Long
House,’’” and by the English ‘‘ The Five Nations,”’
which firmly held the waterways connecting the
Hudson and Ohio rivers and the Great Lakes. The
population of the entire group was not over 17,000—
a remarkably small number, considering the active
part they played in American history, and the control
which they exercised through wide tracts of wilder-
ness. Related to, but generally at war with them,
were the Hurons of Canada, among whom the
Jesuits planted their earliest missions. Champlain,
in an endeavor to cultivate the friendship of his
Huron and Algonkin neighbors, early made war on
the Iroquois, and thus secured for New France a
heritage of savage enmity which contributed more
than any other one cause to cripple its energies and
render it at last an easy prey to the rival power of
the English colonies.

III. The Southern Indians occupied the country
between the Tennessee River and the Gulf, the Ap-
palachian Ranges and the Mississippi. Of a milder
disposition than their Northern cousins, the Chero-
kees, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks, and Seminoles
were rather in a barbarous than in a savage state;
by the time of the Revolution, they were not far be-



